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INTRODUCTION


Many people complain that Christianity is a negative religion. I do believe that some ministers and some believers make Christianity sound negative because of their negative attitudes and presentation of the Christian message. However, the basic Gospel message is one of hope and blessing, not one of despair and cursing. I want us to examine a passage in one of Paul’s letters to the Corinthians to demonstrate this positive message of Christianity.

I.
GOD DELIVERS BELIEVERS FROM SIN.

1.
God delivers believers from the penalty, power, and presence of sin.

2.
God delivers believers through the saving work of Jesus Christ on the cross.

Our salvation does not depend upon anything that we have done or could do. It is totally a gift from God that was purchased completely by Jesus Christ. Jesus delivers us from slavery to sin and self-centered thinking. What glorious news this is!
II.
GOD MAKES BELIEVERS STAND FIRM IN JESUS CHRIST.

1. God makes it possible for us to be faithful through His Son, not our own deeds.
2. God gives ministers to help believers stand firm.

God desires that we as His children stand firm in our faith and not be afraid or moved by any challenge, or protest, that the world brings our way. Do not be ashamed or feel guilty if the world accuses us of preaching a negative message. We know the truth.
III.
GOD ANOINTS BELIEVERS.

1. God sets us apart for a purpose—i.e., to live for Him.
2. God has a work for us to do, a task to complete.

God saves us to serve Him, not our own interests. We are to be motivated by God’s plans for us. Our plan was flawed, but His plan is perfect! What a glorious God!
IV.
GOD SEALS BELIEVERS FOR HIMSELF.

1. God’s seal, or tojang, shows that we belong to Him.
2. God’s seal represents His authority—i.e., His right to claim us as His children.

God can claim ownership of every believer in two ways: He created us, or gave us life; and He purchased us out of slavery to sin. This is wonderfully positive news!
V.
GOD GUARANTEES OUR FUTURE BY GIVING US THE HOLY SPIRIT.

1.
God gives us the Holy Spirit as the down payment on what He has promised us.

2.
God gives us the promise of a heavenly home at the end of this life.

“Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6). Praise God for giving us such a glorious promise! This is marvelous news!
CONCLUSION


Because God has given us a positive message, let us not twist it into some negative news that takes away from the beauty of what God has done and desires to do for all mankind. Christianity has a positive message—one of hope. Although the condition of the world is negative, the news is positive: There is help and hope in Jesus Christ. Have you received the promise of God? Have you become a believer? Or do you remain in your negative condition which frustrates God positive message of hope for you? I urge you to receive the Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ—to make Him Savior and Lord today.

“I sing a simple song of love to my Savior, to my Jesus.
I’m grateful for the things You’ve done, my loving Savior, my precious Jesus.

My heart is glad that You’ve called me Your own.

There’s no place I’d rather be than in Your arms of love, in Your arms of love,

Holding me still, holding me near in Your arms of love.”
